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GATHERING MUSIC  Prelude and Fugue in G Minor Johann Sebastian Bach 
 

RINGING OF THE TOWER BELL 

 

GATHERING 
 

WELCOME 
 

You are invited to stand as you are able. 

   

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 

whose compassion endures forever. 

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin to God. 

 

Kneel/stand as you are able. 

 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

 

Compassionate God, 

we confess to you all our sins. 

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 

In your mercy, call us back to you. 

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 

Restore us to dwell in your peace. 

In Christ’s name we pray, 

Amen. 

 

Jesus says, “Come to me, 

all you who are weary 

and are carrying heavy burdens, 

and I will give you rest.” 

In the name of God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

your sins are forgiven. 

Rest in God’s love. 

Amen. 

  



 

ENTRANCE HYMN ELW 627 O Day Full of Grace Den Signede Dag 

 



 

GREETING (Stand)  
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

KYRIE  

 



 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE   

 



 

THE WORD 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 

Let us pray together: 

Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants. Because we cannot 

rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and train us to embody the generosity of your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Congregation sits. Children are invited to come forward during the song and sit on the chancel steps. 
 

WORD FOR THE CHILDREN  Send Me 
 

Here I am, are you calling to me? 

I am only a child, how can I be what you need? 

But I keep hearing your call - telling to follow where you lead.   

So here I am; send me. 
 

READINGS  
 

A reading from Jonah (3:10—4:11) (Sit) 
 
10 When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his 

mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them, and he did not do it.  
 

  4:1 But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. 2 He prayed to the LORD and said, “O LORD! 

Is not this what I said while I was still in my own country? That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning, for I 

knew that you are a gracious and merciful God, slow to anger, abounding in steadfast love, and relenting from 

punishment. 3 And now, O LORD, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.” 4 And 

the LORD said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” 5 Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the city 

and made a booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the city. 

  6 The LORD God appointed a bush and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over his head, to save him 

from his discomfort, so Jonah was very happy about the bush. 7 But when dawn came up the next day, God 

appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it withered. 8 When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east 

wind, and the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, “It 

is better for me to die than to live.” 
 

  9 But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he said, “Yes, angry enough to 

die.” 10 Then the LORD said, “You are concerned about the bush, for which you did not labor and which you did 

not grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a night. 11 And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, 

that great city, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know their right 

hand from their left and also many animals?” 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

The Psalm (145:1-8) is read responsively. 
 

 1 I will exalt you, my God and king, 

  and bless your name forever and ever. 

 2 Every day will I bless you 

  and praise your name forever and ever. 

 3 Great is the LORD and greatly to be praised! 

  There is no end to your greatness. 

 4 One generation shall praise your works to another 

  and shall declare your power.  



 

 5 I will speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty 

  and all your marvelous works. 

 6 They shall tell of the might of your wondrous acts, 

  and I will recount your greatness. 

 7 They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness; 

  they shall sing joyfully of your righteousness. 

 8 The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, 

  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.  

 

A reading from Philippians (1:21-30). 
 
21 For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 22 If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me, yet 

I cannot say which I will choose. 23 I am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to depart and be with 

Christ, for that is far better, 24 but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you. 25 Since I am convinced of 

this, I know that I will remain and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, 26 so that, by my 

presence again with you, your boast might abound in Christ Jesus because of me. 

  27 Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and see you or am 

absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one 

mind for the faith of the gospel 28 and in no way frightened by those opposing you. For them, this is evidence of 

their destruction but of your salvation. And this is God’s doing. 29 For he has graciously granted you the 

privilege not only of believing in Christ but of suffering for him as well, 30 since you are having the same 

struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Stand) 

 
  



 

HOLY GOSPEL:  Matthew 20:1-16 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the twentieth chapter. 
 

Congregation sings: 

 

 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1 “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning 

to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2 After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius for the day, he sent them into 

his vineyard. 3 When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 4 and he 

said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. 5 When he 

went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. 6 And about five o’clock he went out and 

found others standing around, and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ 7 They said to 

him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ 8 When evening came, 

the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the 

last and then going to the first.’ 9 When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received a 

denarius. 10 Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received a 

denarius. 11 And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, 12 saying, ‘These last worked 

only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching 

heat.’ 13 But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for a 

denarius? 14 Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. 15 Am I not 

allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ 16 So the 

last will be first, and the first will be last.” 

 

Congregation sings: 

 
 
SERMON (Sit)  
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

  



 

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 841 (Stand)   Lift Every Voice and Sing Lift every voice and sing 
 

 



 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic** church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 

**Lower case “c” means universal. 

 

THE PRAYERS  
 

You are invited to either stand or kneel. 
 

The response to each prayer will be hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

THE MEAL 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE (Stand) 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

OFFERING (Sit) 

 

Support the mission and ministry of Gloria Dei by giving your financial tithes and offerings by: 

• placing your offering envelope into the offering plate as it is passed. 

• mailing to Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, 250 Fox Hill Road, Hampton, Virginia 23669. 

• using the Tithe.ly app: https://get.tithe.ly/download-tithely-app. 

• using online bill pay with your own banking institution, using your envelope number as 

your account number. 
 

For electronic offerings, see back page for QR codes. 
 

MUSICAL MEDITATION Andante Ludwig Krebs 

  

 

https://get.tithe.ly/download-tithely-app


 

OFFERTORY HYMN (Stand)  Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful  

 

 
OFFERING PRAYER  

 
Let us pray together: 

Loving God, 

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. 

Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, 

so that all creation can taste your abundance. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, 

through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

  



 

DIALOGUE  

 

 
PREFACE 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

  



 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  

 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER  
 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

  who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever.  Amen. 



 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 

 

COMMUNION RESPONSE (Sit) Lamb of God 

 

 
We believe that in the Eucharist our Lord Jesus Christ offers us His gifts of love and forgiveness.   

All are welcome to share in Communion. 
 

If you would like to receive communion by common cup instead of individual cups of wine or grape juice, after 

you consume your wafer, hold your hands out (palms up), just like you did for your wafer.   

 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
 

The body of Christ, given for you.  

The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen. 

  



 

COMMUNION HYMN ELW 474 Bread of Life from Heaven Argentine traditional 

 



 

COMMUNION HYMN ELW 496 One Bread, One Body One Bread, One Body 

 
   

SENDING 
 

BLESSING AFTER THE MEAL (Stand) 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  

Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
 

Let us pray together: 

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the abundance of your 

love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with 

us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.  

Amen. 

 

 

 

 



 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE    

 
 

BENEDICTION  

 
 

SENDING HYMN ACS 991 Go to the World! Sine nomine 

 



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS (Sit) 
 

POSTLUDE  Trumpet Voluntary Maurice Green 
 

Please take this time to ponder what Christ may be calling you/us to do through today’s prayers, readings, 

sermons, and hymns as we listen to the postlude.  If you are particularly moved by the Postlude, please hold 

your applause and congratulate the musician in person after worship.   
 

DISMISSAL  
 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

================================ 
 

Generosity Reflection 
 

“Building Our Community, Anchored in Faith” 

 

 
 

The Widow’s Offering — Mark 12:41–44 

 

Jesus was sitting near the temple treasury, watching people bring their offerings. Many wealthy people came 

and gave large amounts of money. 

 

Then a poor widow approached. She had only two small coins, worth very little. She placed them in the 

offering. 

 

Jesus called his disciples over and said, in effect, “Look at her. She has given more than all the others.” 

The disciples probably wondered how that could possibly be true. Surely the people giving large amounts had 

contributed more. 

 

But Jesus explained that the wealthy gave out of their abundance. The widow gave out of what she had. She 

trusted God enough to give what she could, even though it was not much. 

 

Stewardship connection: 

Stewardship isn't ultimately about the size of the gift. It's about the heart behind the gift. Each of us has 

different resources, circumstances, and abilities. What matters is that we prayerfully decide what we can give 

and offer it faithfully. 

 

When we each give from the heart, even small gifts become part of something much larger. Together, our gifts 

build our community, because they are anchored in faith. 
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Permission to stream and print today's music is obtained through Augsburg, #SAS028379, One License, #A-730790, and CCLI, #11514371. 
 

The flowers today are given to the Glory of God by Jim and Jeane Fullen in honor of their grandchildren.  

 

CHILDREN’S BULLETINS are available for each Sunday’s service on the table in the Atrium. 

PARENTS, if you would like your child to have a coloring book and colored pencils during worship, please ask an usher. 

RESTROOMS are located in the Atrium.  

INDIVIDUAL HEARING AIDS are available from the ushers.  Please return them to an usher after the service. 

 

Serving Today 
 

COFFEE CREATORS: Rowena Cornwell, Kelly Redman 
GREETER: Anita Hamilton 
LAY ASSISTANT: Diane Washburn 
READER:   Julie Hutchison  
TECHNICAL TEAM: Jeremiah Green, Barry Hutchison, Derry Mace, Mike Riley, Aaron Sutherland, Jenny Sutherland 
USHERS: John Campbell, Brown Cornwell 
 

Weekly Calendar 
 

Today .......................... SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

   8:30 a.m. First Light Sunday School 

   9:30 a.m. WORSHIP  

 11:00 a.m. ExAdCom 

  College Care Package Assembly 

Monday ........................   6:30 p.m. Cub Scout Pack 27 Meeting 

Tuesday ....................... 10:00 a.m. Fellowship Bible Study 

   3:30 p.m. Food Prep for H.E.L.P. 

Wednesday .................. 12:00 p.m. Serving Lunch at H.E.L.P. 

   6:15 p.m. Wonderful Wednesday 

Next Sunday ............... EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

   8:30 a.m. First Light Sunday School 

   9:30 a.m. WORSHIP  

 11:00 a.m. Council Meeting 
 

Information Meetings 
 

We will have a second informational meeting on Sunday, October 4, 
following worship in the Simeon Center in regards to a partnership 
agreement with St. Paul’s Lutheran Church. 
 

Watterton Fund 
 

Kevin Watterton, spouse of Amy Watterton (long-time teacher at Gloria 
Dei), has been diagnosed with a rare form of cancer.  If you would like 
to support the Watterton family, you may send a contribution to the 
church office through one of our payment methods. Please add 
“Watterton Fund” to the memo area of your chosen payment method. 
 

Serving Lunch at H.E.L.P. 
 

If you can help prepare or serve a meal to the participants at the 
H.E.L.P. Day Center, please talk to Pastor Dave.  We prepare the meal 
in advance and serve it on Wednesdays.  The H.E.L.P. day center is 
located at 329 Buckroe Avenue, Hampton.  

Choir Rehearsal 
 

Please be informed that choir rehearsal will now be held on Thursdays 
from 7:00 p.m.-8:30 p.m. We will be focusing on choral repertory for 
Reformation Sunday and the Christmas Eve liturgy.  Big plans are in 
motion and "all hands on deck" are needed. 
 

See you on Thursdays from 7:00 p.m.-8:30 p.m.! 
 

Pasta With A Purpose Concluded 
 

Thank you to all who contributed to the Synod’s Pasta with a Purpose 
Food Drive.  We collected a total of 1,746 pounds that were distributed 
to H.E.L.P. and Thrive Food Pantries.    
 

**Postponed** Answer the Call: Walk to Emmaus 

 

A Walk to Emmaus has been postponed until spring.  More details will 
be shared as information becomes available. 
 

52 Sundays Initiative 
 

In a world that constantly pulls us in different directions, worship helps 
re-center our hearts and minds on what matters most. Through prayer, 
music, Scripture, Holy Communion, and community, God continues to 
shape us, strengthen us, and send us into the world to serve. Faith 
grows best when it is practiced consistently, and worship is one of the 
primary ways we are formed as disciples of Jesus. 

 

Mark your calendar every Sunday, 9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m., 
“WORSHIP,” and stick to it. 
 

Oktoberfest  
 

 

Saturday, October 17, 2026 

5:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

Oktoberfest at Gloria Dei 
 

To volunteer, please contact  Amanda  G., 530-315-1760, or Tom C., 
757-713-9040. 

mailto:GDLC@gloriadei.net


 

Our Love and Prayers go out to… 
 

If you have any prayer requests during the week, you may email 
psipes@gloriadei.net, or call the church office, 757-851-2838. 
 

Our members: Donna Lanning, Frank Dickseski, Debbi Ortiz, Debbie 

Dunn, Jonah Hutchison, Peggy Todd, Izzy Zamora, Bill Monroe, Sharon 

Rose, Ron Rose, Leonard Mayo, Marna Mayo, Joann Morrison, Mary 

Capone, Beverly Hamrick, Bill Swanson, Fred Bradley, Judy Wagner 

St. Pierre, Vickie Roark, Gordon Robertson, Dorie Scherer, Joan 

Ehlers, Donna Vanorsdale, Tommy Vanorsdale, Jill Ruhl, Chris Tucker, 

Craig Ruhl, Susan Krebs, Bill Siefers, Charlie Venable, Emily Urban  
 

Should you wish your loved one to remain on this list, please call the 
church office the first week of each month to have them added. 
 

Prayers for our families and friends: 

Traci Gray, niece of Carol Godley 

Jeff Deaver, friend of Peggy Todd 

Lois Peterson, mother of Craig Peterson  

Jeff Campbell, brother of John Campbell 

Mike and Roni Hull, grandparents of Amelia Venable 

Cheryl Lane, sister of Ron Rose  

Bertha Spence, mother of Brandon Spence  

Brendon Roark, brother of Peggy Todd 

Kevin Watterton, husband of Amy Watterton (GDLS employee) 

Jane Barefoot (GDLS employee)  

Michelle Nisbet (GDLS employee) 

Larry Mullins, friend of the Fullens 

Siggi Williams, friend of the Fullens and Atkins 

Mike May, brother of Deborah Walker (GDLS employee) 

Sheila May, mother of Deborah Walker (GDLS employee) 

Tom Vanorsdale, husband of Donna Vanorsdale 
 

Trunk or Treat Assistance 
 

On Sunday, October 18, Girl Scout Troop 1041, with assistance from 
Gloria Dei Youth Groups, will once again host the Annual Trunk or 
Treat. 
 

The event will run from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. If you are able to donate 
candy, a box will be placed near the fireplace. If you are interested in 
hosting a car and handing out candy, please let Vicki O'Neill know at 
757.876.7066 or vicki.oneill@ymail.com. 
 

Fellowship Bible Study 
 

Fellowship Bible Study meets in the Simeon Center every Tuesday 
from 10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. We use a study called Daily Faith 
Practices published by the ELCA.  For information, please email 
Sharon Padula at slpadula1@gmail.com. 
 

Usher Opportunity 
 

Calling all members and future members!  If you or someone you know 
would have any interest in serving as an usher for Sunday services, I 
would like to speak with you!  Ushering is a crucial part of the Sunday 
morning experience for our congregation.  We serve the congregation 
ensuring an orderly and safe gathering as well as assist the pastor, lay 
assistants, cross and crown, and greeters as needed.  For more 
information on what all serving entails, please contact Jason Green at 
Jason.green775@icloud.com, or 757.871.2499. 
 

Building Foundations that Last 
School Building Project 

 

Fundraising Campaign 
for New Elementary School at Willow Oaks 

 

Every dollar given, up to $12,500.00, will be matched dollar for 
dollar. 
 

Gloria Dei School is excited to announce the official kickoff of a major 
fundraising campaign to support the construction of a new 
elementary school building on our Willow Oaks campus. This 
initiative marks an important step forward in our mission to provide a 
Christ-centered, academically excellent education in a space 
designed to meet the needs of our students and families. 
 

In the future, you will receive more 
information about giving options, 
sponsorship opportunities, and upcoming 
campaign events.  Scan this QR code, 
which will take you directly to our Building 
Project Page on the school website, where 
you can explore multiple ways to contribute.  
Would you please consider giving a gift 
today?  We encourage every person 
connected to this community to prayerfully consider how they can 
participate in this transformative journey. 
 

Together, we are building more than new facilities—we are building 
a strong foundation for generations of Gloria Dei students to grow in 
faith, knowledge, and purpose.  

 

Church and School Shirt Orders 

 

We have new church and school shirts available for purchase.  If 
you would like to get your own, order forms are available at the 
Information Desk.    

 

A Glass with the Girls 
 

We  continue  to  get  together on the fourth Monday of the month at 
7:00 p.m. at Pour Girls in downtown Hampton for a Glass with the 
Girls.  Please come join us.  And remember, glasses can hold a lot of 
different things!  If you have any questions, contact Rita Foringer at 
rforinger@verizon.net.   
 

Thank You 
 

Dear Church Family, 
 

Thank you so much to my entire church community for your 
overwhelming love, prayers, and support following the passing of my 
aunt.  During such a difficult time for my family, knowing that our 
congregation was lifting us up in prayer brought us an immense amount 
of comfort. 
 

We are incredibly grateful for the warmth and care shown by this church 
as we navigate this loss. It means the world to have a spiritual family 
that serves as such a steady source of strength and community during 
life’s  hardest moments.  Thank you for keeping us in your thoughts and 
standing by us. 
 

With warmth and gratitude, 
Kent Morgan and family 
 

 

mailto:psipes@gloriadei.net
mailto:vicki.oneill@ymail.com
mailto:slpadula1@gmail.com
mailto:rforinger@verizon.net


Wonderful Wednesdays 
 

All students in 
grades K-12 are 

invited, beginning at 
6:15 p.m. on 
Wednesday, 

September 16. 
 

We will have snack 
time at 6:40 p.m. 

 

Please scan the  
QR code to register 

your child. 
 

We also invite you 
to worship with us 

on Sunday mornings 
at 9:30 a.m. 

 

Nursery is available. 
 
 

 

Riverdale Community Benefit Yard Sale  

 
Riverdale Community Benefit Yard Sale for the family of Brandon Jordan   

(the man killed by a hit-and-run while mowing his grass) 
Date: Saturday, October 10 
Time: 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

Location: St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Address: 807 West Mercury Blvd., Hampton, VA 23666 

 

Virginia Choral Society 
 

United We Sing 
October 10, 4:00 p.m. 

Virginia Peninsula Community College 
Hampton 

October 11, 4:00 p.m. 
King of Glory Lutheran Church 

Williamsburg 
 
To purchase tickets, please scan the QR Code or purchase at the door.  

 
 

QR Codes for Online Giving to Gloria Dei 
 

If you would like to give electronically to Gloria Dei, you can do so by scanning one of the QR codes below. 
 

Tithe.ly PayPal Venmo 

 
 

 


