
FROM THE TOWER 
February/March 2023 

 

Worship with Us! 
In person in the Nave, “Gloria Dei Live” on Facebook, or Zoom. 

Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 
 

Building Faith   ☩   Building Community   ☩   Building Lives 

A Word from Our Pastor 
 

Pastor Dave Fox, 

   Senior Pastor/ 

   Head of Staff 
 

 

 

 

The Fox’s Trot 
If, then, there is any comfort in Christ, any 

consolation from love, any partnership in the Spirit, 

any tender affection and sympathy, 2 make my joy 

complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, 

being in full accord and of one mind. 3 Do nothing 

from selfish ambition or empty conceit, but in 

humility regard others as better than yourselves. 
4 Let each of you look not to your own interests but 

to the interests of others. 5 Let the same mind be in 

you that was in Christ Jesus…  

(Phil. 2:1-5, NRSVUE) 
 

Before you receive the next newsletter, it will have been 

three years since everything changed.  A total debacle.  

Vaccines cannot cure the apathy, the self-centeredness, and 

the polarization that was created during the pandemic.  
 

Congregations across America are shells of what they use 

to be.  They are still in existence but hanging on by a 

thread; because for many all of a sudden worship, spiritual 

care, Bible study, fellowship, and serving those in need are 

not important.  Those that came to worship nearly every 

Sunday now attend once every two months.  Choirs that 

stood thirty strong now sing with a handful, if any.  Bible 

studies are attended sometimes, and often times the one 

that prepares and leads the study may be the only one in 

attendance.  The ten percent of the church that did ninety 

percent of the work has now turned into the three percent 

of the church that does ninety-seven percent of the work.  

And the scary thing is that we are seeing the three percent 

burning out; because they want to see their churches 

succeed, yet none will step up to help them in their cause. 
 

My message today, is not for people to step-up; because 

the few of you that will read this article are those that are 

working diligently to ensure that ministry continues at 

Gloria Dei.  Rather, my message for you is – Thank you!  

Thank you for showing up all of the time.  Showing up is 

the way you show that you care.  Thank you for your 

commitment to the ministry of the gospel of Jesus Christ.  

Thank you for looking out for the interests of others over 

your own interests.    
 

Thank you and keep on fighting the good fight.  Keep on 

keeping on.  Your work here is not in vain.  When I fall in 

a self-pity slump I sing There Is a Balm in Gilead.  The 

verse that speaks most to me is this line: Sometimes I feel 

discouraged and think my work's in vain, but then the Holy 

Spirit revives my soul again.  The work you are doing, 

faithful sisters and brothers, is the work of the Holy Spirit.  

It is important work.  It is work that we do in hopes that 

things will pick-up again.   
 

We continue to hope that churches, not just our own, pick 

back up again with a house filled with people wanting to 

serve, pray, worship, fellowship, and more.  I remain 

hopeful for a church that is not like the past, but one that is 

different and still vibrant, making disciples, feeding the 

hungry.   
 

I am blessed – really, all of us are blessed – by those of you 

who do so much for Gloria Dei.  You are a gift.  Your work 

does not go unnoticed.  I pray that, soon, you will see the 

fruits of your labor. 
 

Peace be the journey, 

Pastor Dave 
 

Adult Spiritual Retreats  
 

Walk to Emmaus is a spiritual retreat in Virginia Beach.  

The Retreats begin at 6:30 p.m. on a Thursday evening and 

conclude around 6:30 p.m. on a Sunday evening (three full 

days).  These weekends are all about experiencing God’s 

grace.  If you are interested in participating in one of the 

upcoming weekends, please let Pastor Dave know.  There 

is a cost to the event, but do not let this to be a hindrance 

to you registering.  These retreats are life-altering events.  

The upcoming retreats are: 
 

Men’s weekend: April 27-30, 2023 
 

Women’s weekend: May 4-7, 2023 
 

 
 



Worship Information 
 

Join us Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m. for worship.  Our worship options are in person in the Nave, Facebook, or Zoom (online 

or telephone). To connect via Zoom, please find the appropriate link information below for February and March. If you want 

to watch worship at a different time or need to be at home for worship, you can follow our “Gloria Dei Live” profile on 

Facebook. To view our “Livestream,” we have a button at the top right on the main page of our website, 

gloriadeilutheranchurch.net. For further questions or more information, please call the Church office. 
 

February Zoom Information: 

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 

Topic: Gloria Dei Worship for the Month of February 

Join Zoom Meeting by clicking on the following link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88247915078?pwd=S3lxWUtMWnpjQmhGYlRCR0xpOVYvdz09 

If you are not able to join by using the link above, the following are a few other options: 

 Visit zoom.us on the web, click on “Join a Meeting,” and enter the Meeting ID (882 4791 5078) and Passcode 

(083916). 

 Visit “Gloria Dei Lutheran Church – Hampton” on Facebook and click on the link attached for this meeting. 

 Join via phone by calling 1-301-715-8592 and entering the Meeting ID (882 4791 5078) followed by the “#” key. 

You will then need to press the “#” key one more time, and then you will be prompted to enter the Passcode 

(083916).  You will then be connected to the worship service.  Please do not hang up if you hear a long 

silence.  Please be patient and hang on the line. 

 Please visit “Gloria Dei Live” on Facebook where our worship services are livestreamed.  

Meeting ID: 882 4791 5078 

Passcode: 083916 
 

March Zoom Information: 

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 

Topic: Gloria Dei Worship for the month of March 

Join Zoom Meeting by clicking on the following link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89698901247?pwd=OWsyM3M2MTA1V3FBZG10TUFOcGdtZz09 

If you are not able to join by using the link above, the following are a few other options: 

 Visit zoom.us on the web, click on “Join a Meeting,” and enter the Meeting ID (896 9890 1247) and Passcode 

(355832). 

 Visit “Gloria Dei Lutheran Church – Hampton” on Facebook and click on the link attached for this meeting. 

 Join via phone by calling 1-301-715-8592 and entering the Meeting ID (896 9890 1247) followed by the “#” key. 

You will then need to press the “#” key one more time, and then you will be prompted to enter the Passcode 

(355832).  You will then be connected to the worship service.  Please do not hang up if you hear a long 

silence.  Please be patient and hang on the line. 

 Please visit “Gloria Dei Live” on Facebook where our worship services are livestreamed.  

Meeting ID: 896 9890 1247 

Passcode: 355832 
 

First Communion Classes  
 

First Communion classes will be offered on Wednesdays, February 8 and 15, during our Wonderful Wednesdays’ 

Program.  This class is open to all ages.  You should plan on your child attending both classes.  Please note, your child 

should have this class before they begin Confirmation.  We will celebrate their First Communion on February 19 during 

Sunday morning worship.  To sign up, please email Peggy Sipes in the Church Office, psipes@gloriadei.net. 
 

A New Opportunity and A New Bible Study 
 

Our Men's Breakfast Bible Study and Daybreakers Bible Study are transitioning into a new ministry opportunity for Gloria 

Dei.  Last month, Pastor Dave was contacted by Hampton Roads Ecumenical Lodgings and Provisions (H.E.L.P.) to see 

if he would be willing to do a weekly Bible study at their Buckroe location.  Needless to say, Pastor agreed to do the 

weekly Bible study for H.E.L.P., and you all are invited.  Every Monday, beginning tomorrow, January 23, at noon, 

at 329 Buckroe Avenue, we will have Community Bible study offered.  This will be a great opportunity for us to learn the 

needs of our community and help us to become more outreach-oriented.  Join us on Mondays at noon for Bible study at 

H.E.L.P.   

mailto:psipes@gloriadei.net


Annual Pancake Supper and Ash Wednesday Worship 
 

Pancake Supper 

Wednesday, February 22 

6:00 p.m. – 6:45 p.m. 
 

You are invited for pancakes, sausage, fruit cocktail, juice, and hot drinks.  A free-will offering will be taken, and proceeds 

will be going toward the Women of the ELCA’s ministry effort in making personal care kits for Lutheran World Relief. 

Every kit made will be cherished by the person who receives it in their time of need. 
 

Ash Wednesday 

Wednesday, February 22 

WORSHIP at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Ash Wednesday is the doorway to the season of Lent.  The spirit of this service is solemn but not sad, dealing with our 

need for reconciliation with God.  This will be a service of Holy Communion, and the optional order for the Imposition of 

Ashes will be offered.   
 

Wednesdays in Lent 
 

March 1 – 29 

Soup Supper from 6:00 p.m. – 6:45 p.m. 

WORSHIP at 7:00 p.m. 

This year our Lenten series will focus on getting our hearts ready for the great love God has to give us by looking at the 

Book of Jonah.  Our Lenten series titled, “Unfinished, Out of the Depths,” begins with Ash Wednesday and continues for 

five weeks until Palm Sunday. We begin with a simple soup supper served in our Atrium beginning at 5:30 p.m., serving 

continuously until 6:40 p.m.  
 

Worship will include Evening Vespers, and the sermons will have the following topics: 
 

Ash Wednesday.......................................... God Calls and Persists 

Lent 1, March 1.......................................... Intercepted and Redirected 

Lent 2, March 8.......................................... God in the Depths of Chaos 

Lent 3, March 15........................................ Obedience and Preservation 

Lent 4, March 22........................................ Faithful and Unfinished 

Lent 5, March 29........................................ Jesus, a New Jonah 
 

We are in need of people to make soup for our Wednesday evening Lenten Soup Suppers.  We also need people to help 

with setup, serving, and cleanup.  Please contact Aaron Sutherland, 478-9756, or Eric Olsen, 510-0839, if you are 

interested. There will also be a sign-up sheet in the Atrium. 
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 

Prayer Shawls, lap robes, baptismal blankets, and confirmation stoles. These are some of the knitted and crocheted projects 

that the Prayer Shawl Ministry completes each year.  Our goal is to present participants with a tangible reminder that they 

are wrapped in God’s love as well as the love and prayers of the Gloria Dei congregation throughout life’s journeys.   
 

The members of this ministry meet on the second Sunday of the month following worship in the Kononia Atrium, near the 

fireplace. We usually have lunch at Capri’s Restaurant after knitting or crocheting.  It is a time of fellowship among the 

participants as well as a time to get our needles working and share ideas.  We also use this time to learn new skills. 
 

You can contact Rita Foringer at rforinger@verizon.net if you have any questions. 
 

Sharon Bennett is continuing her class of crochet lessons from 6:45 to 7:45 on Wonderful Wednesdays.  For more 

information, contact Sharon at ragdollsb@gmail.com.  

mailto:rforinger@verizon.net
mailto:ragdollsb@gmail.com


 

 

Lisa Dadez, 

Head of School 
 

 

 

 

From the Head of School 
Soon we will begin registration for the next school year. By 

the end of the first week of March, you should have received 

your registration packet for next year.  If you have not 

received registration information, please call our school 

office at (757) 851-6292, and we will be happy to mail you 

a packet. Registration for current school students and our 

congregation members begins on Monday, March 13.  

Registration opens to the public on Monday, March 20. If 

your child currently attends and you plan for your child to 

return next year, I strongly encourage you to take advantage 

of the advance registration during the week of March 13-17 

to reserve placement for your child. Students who are 

returning to Gloria Dei for the 2023-2024 school year need 

to re-register, as this is a yearly process. 
   

Each year’s program builds a foundation to enable students 

to grow with sequential skill development to the next grade 

level.  As a child moves from one grade level to another, the 

programs expand to offer a broader base of activities and 

enriching experiences.  
 

Children in our Toddler/2-year-old classes are able to enroll 

for a full-day program beginning with the summer program. 

Children have a positive, first-school experience while 

enjoying activities, art projects, games, music, library, and 

chapel. Students must be at least 16 months old on their 

entrance date to attend. 
 

At the preschool level, we offer a half-day school program 

with the option of hourly or full-time childcare before and/or 

after school if needed. Preschoolers enjoy weekly themed 

units, introduction to the alphabet and phonics, counting and 

numbers, art, children’s literature, learning games, music, 

chapel, physical education, and library.  Preschool gives 

children the opportunity to develop friendships, to learn to 

resolve conflicts, and to grow socially as well as 

academically. Preschoolers need to be potty-trained and 

three years old by November 30, 2023, to attend. 
 

Students moving from preschool to prekindergarten 

experience pre-reading activities with Handwriting Without 
Tears, Word - a language development program, Scholastic 

News, Mortimer Moose - an alphabet and phonics program, 

and Handwriting Without Tears, Math.  Along with many 

classroom activities and games, children enjoy weekly P.E., 

music, chapel, library and participate in a hands-on science 

experience in their science class. Every other week, 

prekindergarten students learn about nutrition with Chef 

Combo and visit the computer lab to work with educational 

software. 
 

Kick Start Kindergarten is geared for students who are age 

appropriate for kindergarten but who are not quite ready, for 

children who are repeating prekindergarten, or for advanced 

children entering prekindergarten. In order for preschool 

students to be eligible for this program, they need to pass a 

screening and have a teacher recommendation. 
 

All kindergarten classes learn reading with the phonetic 

program, Beginning to Read, Write and Listen by 

Macmillan/McGraw-Hill.  What an exciting time when your 

kindergartener reads to you for the first time!  In the fall of 

2020, the kindergarten program relocated to the Willow 

Oaks campus. The addition of kindergarten to our 

elementary facility set the tone for a more academic focus to 

the kindergarten program.  
 

The Willow Oaks campus has all the essentials needed for 

elementary age students - computer lab, library, art/music 

room, science room, P.E. athletic field, playground, 

infirmary, and offices.  The grades’ program builds strong 

academic skills in phonetics and reading comprehension, 

spelling, math, and writing while offering an enriching 

resource schedule -  weekly art classes, extended computer 

time, P.E., Spanish, along with chapel, library, music, 

chorus, and S.T.E.M. science lab.   
 

Our middle school is also located at our Willow Oaks 

Campus.  We continue with our strong tradition of academic 

excellence in a Christian environment with an emphasis on 

the mental, spiritual, physical, emotional, and social needs 

of students.  Students change classes for the core subjects of 

literature, grammar, composition, math, science, and social 

studies.  In addition, a well-rounded program of resources 

will provide enrichment.  Resources, depending on grade 

level, include health, study skills, conflict resolution, 

physical education, art, project design, CSI, geography, 

computers, photography, Lego Robotics, Stop Motion 

Animation, woodworking, sewing, chapel, library, music, 

and MORE.  Algebra I, Geometry, and Spanish I are offered 

for high school credits.   
 

It is amazing what our students can accomplish with a strong 

academic curriculum, enriching resource classes, a spiritual 

foundation which reinforces values and morals, a nurturing, 

caring environment, and a partnership between home and 

school.  Today, more than ever before, it is vital for students 

to not only have a solid, firm, educational foundation, but 

also a foundation for moral and ethical standards. Children 

learn and practice values and standards by example and 

guidance. The experiences and environment that you are 

providing for your child now will influence your child for a 

lifetime. We welcome the opportunity to be a part of your 

child’s life journey.  
 

Yours in Christ’s service, 

Lisa S. Dadez 

 



Computer Classes 
 

Gloria Dei students are learning so many new things in computer class! Kindergarteners and Pre-k’s are playing education 

games on computers and laptops with Mrs. Allen. Students in first through eighth grades visit the computer lab with Mrs. 

Perry once a week.  
 

Through K5tech.net, our new technology curriculum, students have increased their technology skills through grade 

appropriate lessons and engaging activities. First and second graders have increased their mouse and keyboard skills, learned 

the parts of a computer, and navigated through the different internet icons. They have also learned about the importance of 

making good choices through internet safety. Third graders have focused on using Microsoft Word. They have learned to 

format and save documents, while practicing their typing skills and reiterating grammar skills learned in the classroom. 

Fourth and fifth graders began the year with Microsoft Word as well, and they have increased their knowledge through 

adding clipart and creating columns and lists. Additionally, fourth graders created PowerPoint presentations and designed 

pixel art. Fifth graders designed pixel art as well, and they also enjoyed making their own animations. Middle school students 

have built upon the skills they learned in elementary computer classes, and they have put together amazing projects to 

support learning in their classes. They’ve created animation, pixel art, and word clouds.  
 

Our second semester in computer class should be exciting and beneficial for all grade levels as we increase our skills and 

use technology to learn. 
 

Mrs. Allen and Mrs. Perry 
 

Spanish Classes 
 

The students who attend Gloria Dei Lutheran School are fortunate to have the opportunity to take Spanish, and they will 

benefit from the many rewards that come from studying a foreign language.  Why take a foreign language? Beginning a 

foreign language at an early age contributes to brain development and overall learning, and foreign language study improves 

cognitive skills and academic performance. Learning a foreign language also opens doors to other cultures and makes an 

individual a better world citizen.   
 

Gloria Dei Lutheran School provides the elementary Spanish classes with a diverse selection of learning materials enabling 

the Spanish curriculum to be rich and varied.  Gloria Dei has many books in its Spanish library, and these books are an 

excellent way for a student to learn Spanish.  This quarter, part of the curriculum for the elementary students includes 

Extreme Readers bilingual books.  Reading Animales del Día y de Noche (Animals Day and Night), Tiempo Salvaje (Wild 

Weather), Destrucción en la Tierra, (Destruction Earth), El Predador Ataca (Predator Attack) and the Misterios del Espacio 

(Space Mysteries) enables the students to learn interesting facts about the world as they learn Spanish.  The study of Hispanic 

culture and the geography of Spanish speaking countries is also an important element in the Spanish curriculum.  Each 

Spanish speaking country contributes its distinctive culture to the multifaceted Spanish-speaking world, and Gloria Dei 

students learn about the individual countries and the children who live in them.  Each elementary class concentrates on a 

different country each quarter.   
 

Día de los Muertos (Day of the Dead) honors and remembers deceased friends and family.  During Fall Festival week, the 

elementary students learned about Day of the Dead.  They viewed beautiful images of the holiday, listened to music 

regarding the holiday and colored drawings inspired by Mexican folklore.   
 

Spanish continues at Gloria Dei in the Middle School.  The sixth grade Spanish class meets one day each week during the 

pring Semester.  This class introduces the students to Spanish using educational Spanish music and videos.  If you would 

like to be entertained while learning Spanish, do watch Señor Wooly’s videos!   
 

The seventh and eighth grade Spanish classes are elective core courses, and they are academically challenging.   If the 

student completes Spanish 1A and 1B with success, he or she can earn high school credit.   I am very proud of the students 

who have chosen to take these rigorous classes.  
 

All of the Spanish students will be learning more about Spanish language and culture, and I am fortunate to have the privilege 

of helping them to learn.   
 

Vaya con Dios (Go with God) 

Ms. Vanessa S. Vaught 

Spanish Teacher K-8 



#PrayFor400 
 

We would like for you to use #PrayFor400 anytime you are on a social media platform and talking about our Church or 

School. We want you to take time daily to pray for our School and to specifically pray for our students. We also ask you 

to pray for the staff and volunteer positions to support our students. Anytime you see available positions, pray specifically 

for that position to be filled. #PrayFor400 is our prayer. Will you join us in prayer? 
 

School Employment Opportunities 
 

Gloria Dei Lutheran School has the following positions available:  

* Director of Buildings and Grounds  

* Steward of Buildings and Grounds  

* Substitute Teachers  

* School and Child Care Aides 

You  can  find  an application online at: http://www.gdlshamptonva.com/school-forms. Once completed, you may turn it 

in to the School Office at 250 Fox Hill Rd., Hampton, VA 23669, attention: Lisa Dadez. 

 

Gloria Dei School 50th Anniversary Ornament and Coin Sale 
 

We are selling 50th Anniversary coins and ornaments for $10 apiece. If you would like to purchase one, please do so at the 

Information Desk during the week. We take cash (exact change please) or checks. We are working to fundraise for new 

playground equipment to celebrate our 50th school year. We appreciate your support! 

 

Gloria Dei School Fundraiser 
 

Harris Teeter—You can help Gloria Dei Lutheran School raise funds by shopping at Harris Teeter.  Once you ask for and 

receive your VIC card, you can go to https://www.harristeeter.com/together-in-education, click on “Link your school 

today,” log in or register, then go to “My Account,” and scroll down to “Together in Education,” and click to link a school.  

You will then enter our School code, 6528, and click on Gloria Dei Lutheran School.  Thank you! 
 

Help Say Thank You! 
 

Gloria Dei Lutheran School and its staff are such an important part of our Church.  These individuals work tirelessly to 

educate our children and bring to life God’s love in their lives.  As a Congregation we would like to supply the following 

items as a way to say thank you to these wonderful individuals.  We are collecting canned soda (all kinds), individual snacks 

(chips, pretzels, granola bars, etc.), and candy throughout the month of February and until Sunday, March 12. These 

ongoing donations can be placed in the box labeled “School Staff Thank You” located in the Atrium area by the member 

board. Help us show the School Staff how much they mean to us; and as always, keep them and the School community in 

your prayers.   

 

H.E.L.P. Donations 
 

Please, join us in filling up the red wagon to feed the hungry in our community.  They are in immediate need of paper 

grocery bags.  The following are items on their most needed list: 
 

 Dry cereal in boxes 

 Tomato sauce 

 Spaghetti Sauce 

 Shelf-stable milk in single-serve packages 

 Jell-O 

 Canned meat–Spam, corned beef, etc. 

 Pork and beans 

 Rice-a-Roni flavored rice packets 

 Toilet paper 

 Individually wrapped bars of soap 

A Pint with Pastor  
 

Please join Pastor Dave on the following evenings from 7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. at the locations listed below: 
 

Tuesday, February 7 

Bull Island Brewing Company 

758 Settlers Landing Road, Hampton 

Tuesday, March 7 

St. George Brewing Company 

204 Challenger Way, Hampton  

http://www.gdlshamptonva.com/school-forms
https://www.harristeeter.com/together


 

Council Corner 
 

Greetings all. I hope this finds you well and warm coming into our blustery and possibly snowy season!  Your 

Congregation Council will continue to be active through the next couple of months as we work through our now annual 

council retreat.  We will be brainstorming for activities and missions to help our congregation continue to expand its 

reach and find ways to continue to bring our congregational family together.  Council members will stay at the 

Williamsburg Christian Retreat in Toano again; and hopefully, it will not snow us out as it did last year!  During these 

months, we will also turn our focus to School and Church financial plans.     

 

Following the path of our now previous Annual Roadmap, for the months of February and March, our focus is on the 

School and its staff.  We would like to make the stretch between Christmas and spring break be a bright spot in the year 

by offering favorite snacks and beverages to the staff to keep motivation and good spirits high!  As congregational 

assistance is needed, we will certainly reach out and let you know!  

 

Please know that we continue to offer our appreciation to those of you who have stepped up to assume leadership and 

assistance positions as well as those who continue to make our Sunday services and weekly activities possible. Without 

you, Gloria Dei would not be able to function. As we are still in the beginning of the New Year, I would ask all to seek 

out how you may be able to serve in the functioning of our church and activities.  Whether as an usher, a lay assistant, 

a reader, a greeter, a coffee creator, a musician, a singer, a bell ringer, a camera operator, or in any area you may feel a 

call to be more active.  If you are unsure of whom to contact for any role you may want to pursue, or if you have an 

idea for a new ministry or new group you would like to begin; please feel free to reach out to Peggy Sipes, Pastor Dave, 

myself, or any of our council members and one of us will be able to point you in the right direction! 

 

Yours in faith,  
Jason, Vivian, John, Gary, Rachel, Kent, Eric, Aaron, and Ashley 

 

========================================================================== 
 

 

Fellowship Hall 

250 Fox Hill Rd  

Hampton, VA 23669 

 

Sunday, April 2, 2023 

9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
 

Please register to donate by visiting the following link: redcrossblood.org. 

Schedule Your Blood Donation with the Red Cross 

Hover over DONATE BLOOD, and then click “Find a Blood Drive” 

Use the sponsor code GloriaDei.  

https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/find-drive


 

Fellowship Bible Study 
 

You are invited to join us in Bible study every Tuesday 

morning at 10:00 am. We are meeting in the Simeon 

Center and using the Augsburg Adult Bible Study Series. 

This is a small group study, where you will find 

fellowship and a relaxed atmosphere. During January 

and February, we are using the study guide, “From 

Darkness to Light” by Jeanette Bialas Strandjord.  We 

will discuss the good news found in Paul, James, and 1 

Peter. For information, email Sharon L. Padula at 

slpadula1@gmail.com. 
 

Nursery Reservations 
 

Our Nursery Staff are ready to take care of your little ones 

while you are attending worship on Sunday mornings.  

We ask that you please notify the Church Office 

(tbialk@gloriadei.net or psipes@gloriadei.net) each 

week if you will be needing this service. The deadline for 

RSVP’s is the Wednesday prior.  Please know that the 

Nursery staff has had their First Aid/CPR certifications 

updated.  If you have any questions, please call the 

Church Office, 757-851-2838. 
 

Nursery Workers Needed 
 

Our Nursery is available on an RSVP basis for our Sunday 

worship services.  If you are interested in working with 

children four years and younger, please contact Laura 

Lopez, 757-768-3621 or laura.venable13@gmail.com. 
 

Coffee Creators Needed 
 

If you enjoy drinking a cup of coffee on Sunday mornings, 

please consider helping serve on Sunday mornings as a 

Coffee Creator.  Please contact Vicki Venable if you are 

interested, 757-281-9468 or vlvenable@gmail.com. 
 

Altar Guild 
 

Have you ever wondered what it is that we do to prepare 

the church for weekly services and special events?  If you 

are interested in being a part of the Altar Guild or if you 

would like to be the Lead Sacristan, please contact Renee 

Wells, 757-749-4425. Training will be provided.  

 

Newsletter Opportunities! 
 

The deadline for the April/May issue is  

Thursday, March 9, 2023.  

Please email articles to tbialk@gloriadei.net. 

JOY Fellowship 
  

Seniors of Gloria Dei meet monthly (September – May) 

for lunch and table talk the third Wednesday of each 

month.  The luncheon begins at 12:30 with food provided 

by the Gloria Dei kitchen and continues with chatting and 

activities.   
 

For more information or to RSVP for upcoming events, 

please call Anita Hamilton, 851-8398, or Ann Myers, 

851-7315. 
 

Lutheran World Relief  

Personal Care Kits 
 

Once again the Women of Gloria Dei and the Girl Scouts 

in Troop 1041 are joining together to create Personal Care 

Kits for Lutheran World Relief.  During the season of 

Lent, we will once again have the opportunity to 

contribute to LWR.  The kits are examples of God’s Love 

in Action and are distributed in times of war, natural 

disasters or other catastrophes.  Each kit contains specific 

items that will be collected beginning on Ash Wednesday 

and continuing throughout Lent to Palm Sunday.   

Following Easter, the Women of the Church along with 

Girl Scout Troop 1041, will assemble the kits for 

distribution. 
 

Beginning on Ash Wednesday, February 22, a box will be 

located in the Atrium for donations.  Drive through for 

drop off will also be available on Saturday, March 11, and 

again on Saturday, March 25, from 10:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m. 
 

Last year, Gloria Dei created and shipped 155 kits.  A 

record number!  Our goal is to top that.  Gloria Dei is a 

caring, generous Congregation.  I know we can do this.  If 

you have any questions, please contact Rita Foringer at 

rforinger@verizon.net. 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Here is a list of the specific items needed for the kits.   
 

1.  Nail Clippers - Sturdy and heavy-duty 

2.  Combs - Large 7 - 10 inches long 

3.  Bath Soaps - 2 large bath-sized bars, no travel sizes 

4   Bath Towels - NOT WHITE about 20x40 to 52x28  

5.  Toothbrushes - Still in the packaging, no travel sizes 

 

mailto:slpadula1@gmail.com
mailto:tbialk@gloriadei.net
mailto:psipes@gloriadei.net
mailto:laura.venable13@gmail.com
mailto:vlvenable@gmail.com
mailto:tbialk@gloriadei.net
mailto:rforinger@verizon.net


 

WELCA 

(Women of the ELCA) 
 

“As a community of women created in the image of God, 

called to discipleship in Jesus Christ, and empowered by 

the Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves to grow in faith, 

affirm our gifts, support one another in our callings, 

engage in ministry and action, and promote healing and 

wholeness in the church, the society, and the world” 

Mission Statement of the Women of the ELCA (WELCA) 
 

The Women of Gloria Dei meet on the fourth Monday of 

the month.  In February, we have a very special event.  The 

Girl Scouts of Troop 1041, have invited us to join them for 

their annual "World Tour" in honor of World Thinking 

Day, February 27, from 6:30 p.m. - 7:45 p.m. Girls will 

have displays about the countries they have chosen along 

with a dish from that country to taste. We are invited to 

explore the world with them.   
 

The Women of Gloria Dei will meet again on March 27 in 

the Simeon Center at 7:00 p.m. Program details will be 

announced in the Weekly. 
 

If you have any questions or want more information, 

contact Rita Foringer at rforinger@verizon.net. 
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 

Prayer Shawls, lap robes, baptismal blankets, and 

confirmation stoles. These are some of the knitted and 

crocheted projects that the Prayer Shawl Ministry 

completes each year.  Our goal is to present participants 

with a tangible reminder that they are wrapped in God’s 

love as well as the love and prayers of the Gloria Dei 

congregation throughout life’s journeys.   
 

The members of this ministry meet on the second Sunday 

of the month following worship in the Koinonia Atrium, 

near the fireplace. We usually have lunch at Capri’s 

Restaurant after knitting or crocheting.  It is a time of 

fellowship among the participants as well as a time to get 

our needles working and share ideas.  We also use this 

time to learn new skills. 
 

Sharon Bennett is continuing her class of crochet lessons 

from 6:45 to 7:45 on Wonderful Wednesdays.  Check 

with Sharon at ragdollsb@gmail.com. 
 

If you have any questions, contact Rita Foringer at 

rforinger@verizon.net. 
 

Calendar Request 
 

If  you  have  any  rooms  you  would  like  to  reserve 

for the facilities calendar, please email 

CalendarRequest@gloriadei.net. 

Community Fellowship 
 

BIG THANKS 

Thank you to everyone who donated and spread the word 

about the annual Coat Drive that helps serve the people of 

our community! 
 

Thank you to all the families and friends who helped 

make Hanging of the Greens and the Unhanging of the 

Greens possible! 
 

ORGANIZATION 

We are organizing our event supplies and are in need of 

some shelving/storage racks. If you would like to build or 

donate some, all are welcome. 
 

The closet under the stairs next to the men’s bathroom in 

the Atrium has been organized. A few canes and crutches 

need to find good homes. These items are in the rotunda 

area, as you enter/exit the Nave. 
 

CHANGES 

Some of our beautiful and fluffy bows used in decorating 

our facilities during the Advent and Christmas seasons, 

will be replaced with equally beautiful, less expensive 

bows. 
 

NEW EVENTS 

Please let us know of any new event ideas you might have. 

We are willing to help you put it together. 
 

We will also be soliciting event ideas from local agencies 

that directly service Hampton’s citizens. 
 

Eric Olsen and Aaron Sutherland 
 

The 2023 Flower Calendar 
 

The 2023 flower calendar is posted in the Atrium for those 

wishing to give the flowers for our Sunday worship 

services.  These flowers cost approximately $50.00 plus a 

delivery fee.  You may designate your flowers in 

celebration of something, in memory of someone, in 

honor of someone, to the glory of God, etc.  You will be 

billed directly by Jeff’s Flowers, Of Course. Thank you! 
 

Check Us Out on Facebook 
 

Find the Gloria Dei Lutheran Church Facebook page to 

see what’s going on, by searching “Gloria Dei Lutheran 

Church – Hampton, VA.” You can also find the Zoom 

link for our online worship services.   
 

In addition to our worship services being held via Zoom, 

we have the option of watching the worship services via 

Facebook.  Please visit our “Gloria Dei Live” Facebook 

page and request to be “friends!”   
  

mailto:rforinger@verizon.net
mailto:ragdollsb@gmail.com
mailto:rforinger@verizon.net
mailto:CalendarRequest@gloriadei.net


 

Easter Egg Order Form 
 

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church is selling chocolate covered Easter eggs.  The eggs are available in two sizes and seven fabulous flavors.  
The large eggs weigh approximately 8 oz. and can be personalized.  The small eggs can be ordered in an assortment with one of each 
flavor or one flavor per box.  The weight of each small egg is approximately 1.5 oz.  All eggs will be decorated with flowers.  Please 
return completed order forms to the information desk in the atrium and place in the box labeled Easter Egg Orders.                                   
 

Order taking will begin February 22.  Order deadline is Monday, March 20.  All orders must be pre-paid.   Make checks payable 

to Gloria Dei Lutheran Church.  Questions: Mary Mace (757) 826-5435  
 

Orders may be picked up at Gloria Dei.  Please circle or highlight your intended pick up date.  
 

Friday, March 31      12:00 pm - 5:00 pm                                                      

Sunday, April 2       9:00 am - 12:00 pm 

 

Purchaser’s Name:__________________________________________ Phone #:__________________ 
 

Purchaser’s email:___________________________________________ 
 

Small 1.5 oz. eggs – six per box (no personalization or substitutions) $7.00 each box 

 Assortment 

(1 of each flavor except 
crème de menthe) 

Box of 6 
Peanut 
Butter 

Box of 6 
Butter 
Cream 

Box of 6  
Coconut 
Cream 

Box of 6 
Crème de 
Menthe 

Box of 6  
Raspberry

Cream 

Box of 6  
Chocolate

Cream 

Box of 6 
Orange 
Cream 

 

TOTAL 

QUANTITY          

$ SUBTOTAL         $ 

   

Subtotal large eggs  $_______ 

Subtotal small eggs  $_______ 

           Grand Total  $_______ 

 

Cash _________ Check #_________      Order taken by______________________________ 

Large Personalized 8 oz. eggs $6.00 each egg 

Please print clearly the names for each egg 

10 letters maximum or “Happy Easter” 

Peanut 

Butter 

Butter 

Cream 

Coconut 

Cream 

Crème de 

Menthe 

Raspberry 

Cream 

Chocolate 

Cream 

Orange 

Cream 

        

        

        

        

        

        

        TOTAL 

QUANTITY         

$ SUBTOTAL        $        



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 
 

 

3rd Six Weeks 

• February 1 

• February 8-1st Communion Class #1 

• February 15-1st Communion Class #2 

**February 22 (Ash Wednesday) – April 12 – Lenten thru Easter Break** 
 

4th Six Weeks 

• April 19-possible Century Lanes Bowling 

• April 26 

• May 3 

• May 10 

• May 17 

• May 24-beach clean up 

**May 28—Pentecost/Confirmation Sunday** 

 

  

Wonderful Wednesdays  

is a program for children in grades 

Kindergarten-High School.  

Children in grades K-4 are invited to 

share in Bible Study, dinner, music, and 

crafts. 

Youth in grades 5-12 are invited to share in 

music, dinner, and Bible Study. 

Semesters 



Pastoral Record 
 

February Birthdays 

  1 Luke Phillips, Todd Scherrer 

  3 Ann Riley 

  4 Virginia Lyeth, Sally Miller,  

 Easton Etheridge, Doran Cole 

  6 David Hudgins 

11 Joshua Green  

12 Jennifer Robinson 

14 Sharon Padula 

15 Emory Hart 

17 Michelle Robertson, Ruth Hutchison 

18 Aaron Sutherland,  

 Judy Wagner St. Pierre 

20 Isabella Zamora, Sandra Dunn 

21 Joe Capone, Gerry Ehlers 

22 Don Dair, Jill Ruhl, Austin Honyoust,  

 Brown Cornwell 

23 Bill Swanson 

24 Bruce Thomas, Kristina Robinson 

26 Gideon Souder 

27 Frank Dickseski, Jr. 

28 Jerri Dickseski, Audrey Engelund,  

 Sherri Gretka 

 

February Anniversaries 

  8 Tad and Rita Foringer 

 Chris and Jennifer Robinson 

10 Ron and Joanne Aheimer 

11 Jay and Rhonda Dugger 

  

12 Russ and Joann Morrison 

14 John and Carolyn Campbell 

17 Ernie and Tami Atkins 

19 Jason and Jessica Green 

 Tom and Donna Vanorsdale 

23 Bill and Pat Roscopf 

 

 

March Birthdays

  2 Aaliyah Urban 

  4 Marna Mayo, Julia Engelund 

  5 Jack Robinson 

  6 Buzz Hamilton 

  7 Bob Sipes 

  8 Maddi Etheridge, Vangie Miller 

10 Renee Wells, Andrew Moore  

13 Spencer Urban  

14 Kristy Fyfe 

16 Marti Grenier, Hayley O’Neill 

17 Anita Hamilton 

18 Rachel Lomax, Christopher Via, 

 Amanda Wells 

19 Eric Olsen, Ollie Fox 

20 Matthew Werner, Robert Miller 

22 Chelsea Souder 

23 Billy Harper 

24 Shannon Mace 

25 MacKenzie Grimm 

26 Reed Dugger, Deacon Liz Fox 

27 Conner Smith, Maribel Fox 

28 J.P. Venable, III 

29 Dean Epps 

30 Rhodes Lomax, Susan Krebs,  

 Gabby Newsome 

 

March Anniversaries

25 Danny and Vickie Roark 28 Bill and Nancy Monroe 31 Jay and Jackie Hart 

 

 

 
 

Save the Date 

Saturday, March 4, 2023 

La Glorioso’s Dinner 

  



 

Are you signed up for AmazonSmile? 
 

 

While we have some members participating in the AmazonSmile program, we would like 
to invite anyone who uses Amazon to participate.  We have already received over $350 
from this program, and we can generate much more.  Overall Amazon has donated over 
$105,000 million to charities per the direction of you the users.  See the information 
below and sign up!!! 
 

What is AmazonSmile? 
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support your favorite charitable organization every time you shop, at 
no cost to you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact same low prices, vast selection and convenient 
shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase price to your 
favorite charitable organization. You can choose from over one million organizations to support. 
 

How do I shop at AmazonSmile? 
To shop at AmazonSmile simply go to smile.amazon.com from the web browser on your computer or mobile device. You 
may also want to add a bookmark to smile.amazon.com to make it even easier to return and start your shopping at 
AmazonSmile. 
 

Which products on AmazonSmile are eligible for charitable donations? 
Tens of millions of products on AmazonSmile are eligible for donations. You will see eligible products marked “Eligible for 
AmazonSmile donation” on their product detail pages. Recurring Subscribe-and-Save purchases and subscription renewals 
are not currently eligible. 
 

Can I use my existing Amazon.com account on AmazonSmile? 
Yes, you use the same account on Amazon.com and AmazonSmile. Your shopping cart, Wish List, wedding or baby 
registry, and other account settings are also the same. 
 

How do I select a charitable organization to support when shopping on AmazonSmile? 
On your first visit to AmazonSmile smile.amazon.com, you need to select a charitable organization to receive donations 
from eligible purchases before you begin shopping. We will remember your selection, and then every eligible purchase you 
make at smile.amazon.com will result in a donation. 
 

What if my selected charity does not register to participate in the AmazonSmile program or becomes ineligible? 
If your selected charity does not register to participate, becomes ineligible, or requests to be removed from the program, you 
will have a chance to select a different charity to receive the accrued donations that have not yet been disbursed to your 
charity. If you do not select a different charity, the accrued donations will be distributed to other organizations receiving 
donations. 
 

How much of my purchase does Amazon donate? 
The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price from your eligible AmazonSmile purchases. The 
purchase price is the amount paid for the item minus any rebates and excluding shipping & handling, gift-wrapping fees, 
taxes, or service charges. From time to time, we may offer special, limited time promotions that increase the donation 
amount on one or more products or services or provide for additional donations to charitable organizations. Special terms 
and restrictions may apply. Please see the relevant promotion for complete details. 
 

Can I receive a tax deduction for amounts donated from my purchases on AmazonSmile? 
Donations are made by the AmazonSmile Foundation and are not tax deductible by you. 

 

https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_se_saas_lsmi_smi
https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_se_saas_lsmi_smi
https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_se_saas_lsmi_smi
https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_se_saas_lsmi_smi
https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_se_saas_lsmi_smi


 

February 2023 
 

Sun Mon   Tue     Wed     Thu    Fri   Sat 

   1 

5:45 PM-Growing with Jesus 

(K-4th Gr.), Jr. & Sr. Youth 

Music  

6:15 Dinner 

6:45 PM Adult Bible Study 
6:55 5th & 6th Gr. Bible Study, 

Confirmation, Sr. High 

Discipleship, Music, Crafts 

2 

2:30 PM Chorister 

Choir 
 

6:30 PM-Choir 

Rehearsal 

3 
 

4  
 

5 

9:30 AM-

WORSHIP  

 

6 

12 PM 

Community Bible 

Study – H.E.L.P. 
 

2:30 PM The 

Master’s Singers 
 

6:30 PM Girl 

Scouts 

7 
10 AM-

Fellowship Bible 

Study  
 

7 PM Boy 
Scouts 
 

7 PM A Pint with 
Pastor at Bull 
Island Brewing  

 

8 

5:45 PM-Growing with Jesus 

(K-4th Gr.), Jr. & Sr. Youth 

Music  

6:15 Dinner 

6:45 PM Adult Bible Study 
6:55 5th & 6th Gr. Bible Study, 

Confirmation, Sr. High 

Discipleship, Music, Crafts  

7 PM 1st Communion Class 

 

 

9 
2:30 PM Chorister 

Choir 
 

6:30 PM-Choir 
Rehearsal 

10 
 

11 

 

12 
9:30 AM-

WORSHIP  
  

13 

12 PM 

Community Bible 

Study – H.E.L.P. 

 

2:30 PM The 

Master’s Singers 
 

 

14 

10 AM-

Fellowship Bible 

Study  
 

7 PM Boy 
Scouts  
 

 

Valentine’s 
Day 

 

15 

12:30 PM J.O.Y. Group, 

Simeon Center 

5:45 PM-Growing with Jesus 

(K-4th Gr.), Jr. & Sr. Youth 

Music  

6:15 Dinner 

6:45 PM Adult Bible Study 
6:55 5th & 6th Gr. Bible Study, 
Confirmation, Sr. High 
Discipleship, Music, Crafts  

7 PM 1st Communion Class 

16 
2:30 PM Chorister 

Choir 
 

6:30 PM-Choir 

Rehearsal 

17 

 

18 
 

19 
9:30 AM-

WORSHIP  

First 

Communion  
 

20 
Presidents Day  

Church, School, 

and Child Care 

Closed 

12 PM 

Community Bible 

Study – H.E.L.P. 
 

6:30 PM Girl 

Scouts 

21 

10 AM-

Fellowship Bible 

Study 
 

1 PM ExAdCom 
 

7 PM Boy 

Scouts 

22 

6:00 PM Pancake Supper  

 

7 PM Ash Wednesday 

Worship 

23 

2:30 PM Chorister 

Choir 
 

6:30 PM-Choir 
Rehearsal  

24 

 

 

 

25 

 

 

26 
9:30 AM-

WORSHIP  

27 
12 PM 

Community Bible 

Study – H.E.L.P. 
 

2:30 PM The 

Master’s Singers 
 

6:30 PM Girl 

Scouts/WELCA 

 

28 
10 AM-

Fellowship Bible 

Study 
 

7 PM Boy 
Scouts 
 

7 PM Church 
Council Meeting  

    

Valentine Heart Order Pick-up – 12 PM – 6 PM 

 

Council Retreat 

 



 

March 2023 
    Sun.     Mon.               Tues.               Wed.         Thurs.                        Fri.        Sat. 

          1 

6:00 PM Soup Supper  

7 PM Lent Worship 

2 
2:30 PM Chorister Choir 
 

6:30 PM-Choir Rehearsal 

 

 

3 

 

4 

Glorioso 

Dinner 

5 

9:30 AM-
WORSHIP 
 

 

6 

12 PM 

Community 

Bible Study – 

H.E.L.P. 
 

2:30 PM The 

Master’s Singers 
 

6:30 PM Girl 

Scouts 

7 

10 AM-Fellowship 

Bible Study  

 
7 PM Boy Scouts  

 

7 PM A Pint with 

Pastor at St. George 

Brewing Co 

8 

6:00 PM Soup Supper  

7 PM Lent Worship 

9 
2:30 PM Chorister Choir 
 

6:30 PM-Choir Rehearsal  
 
Deadline for April/May 
Newsletter Articles 

10 
 

11 
Lutheran 

World Relief 

Drop-off  

Drive-thru  

10 AM-1 PM 

12 

9:30 AM- 

WORSHIP  

 

13 
12 PM 

Community 

Bible Study – 

H.E.L.P. 
 

2:30 PM The 

Master’s Singers 
 

 

14 
 

10 AM-Fellowship 

Bible Study 
 

7 PM Boy Scouts 

15 

12:30 PM J.O.Y. Group 
 

6:00 PM Soup Supper 

7 PM Lent Worship  

16 
2:30 PM Chorister Choir 
 

6:30 PM-Choir Rehearsal  

 
 

17 
6 PM 

FCA Art 

Night 

18 
 

19 

9:30 AM-

WORSHIP 

 

20 

12 PM 

Community 

Bible Study – 

H.E.L.P. 
 

2:30 PM The 

Master’s Singers 
 

6:30 PM Girl 

Scouts 

 

7 PM WELCA 

Book Group 

 

21 

10 AM-Fellowship 

Bible Study 
 

1 PM ExAdCom  
 

7 PM Boy Scouts 

22 

6:00 PM Soup Supper  

7 PM Lent Worship  

23 

2:30 PM Chorister Choir 
 

6:30 PM-Choir Rehearsal  

 
 

24 

 

 

25 
 

26 

9:30 AM-

WORSHIP 

9 AM Girls 

Scout Cookie 

Booth 

27 

12 PM 

Community 

Bible Study – 

H.E.L.P. 
 

2:30 PM The 

Master’s Singers 
 

7 PM WELCA 

28 

10 AM-Fellowship 

Bible Study 

 
7 PM Church Council 
 
7 PM Boy Scouts  

29 

6:00 PM Soup Supper  

7 PM Lent Worship  

30 
2:30 PM Chorister Choir 
 

6:30 PM-Choir Rehearsal  

 

31 

 

 

 

Seventh 

Day 

Retreat 
 

Girl Scouts 

Lock-In 

 

Seventh 

Day 

Retreat 
 



 

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church 
250 Fox Hill Road, Hampton, Virginia   23669-1793 

Telephone (757) 851-2838   

www.gloriadeilutheranchurch.net, GDLC@gloriadei.net 

Gloria Dei is a congregation of the  
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 

 

Dated Material 

 
 

Worship with us! 

In person in the Nave,  

“Gloria Dei Live” on Facebook, or Zoom 

Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 
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Pancake Supper 
Wednesday, February 22 

6:00 p.m. – 6:45 p.m. 

 

Ash Wednesday Worship 
Wednesday, February 22 

WORSHIP at 7:00 p.m. 

 

 

Wednesdays in Lent 
March 1 – 29 

Soup Supper from 6:00 p.m. – 6:45 p.m. 

WORSHIP at 7:00 p.m. 

http://www.gloriadeilutheranchurch.net/
mailto:GDLC@gloriadei.net

