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Worship with Us! 
 

Sunday Worship 
8:15 and 11:00 a.m. 

Sunday School 
9:45 a.m. 

 
 

 
 

 
The Rev. Edmund T. Freeborn, III 

Executive Associate Pastor 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

I want to talk with you about claiming your name.  In 
Romeo and Juliet, Juliet urges Romeo to ignore his 
family name, Montague, her family�¶s bitterest rivals, 
and simply focus on his personal charm and 
identity�² �³A rose by any other name would be just as 
sweet.�´  My belief and experience, however, is that 
one�¶s name has a significant formative power. 
 

For example, I know the history of my personal and 
family name quite well.  I have always understood 
the meaning of my name, Edmund Tiers Freeborn, 
III, and its history.  Knowing these has been 
empowering and defining for me.  I grew up being 
reminded:  �³Remember, you are a Freeborn.�´  It�¶s 
like it�¶s part of my DNA. 
 
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church has a name and a 
history.  We are a Lutheran Church that gives glory 
to God.  We do this in worship, music, education, 

and service.  We do this through our parochial 
school and child care ministry.  We do this through 
establishing Gloria Dei Ministries and its program, 
Sunrise House, and Gloria Dei Academy.  Seeking 
to be responsive to God-given opportunities is in our 
DNA.   
 

On January 10, Bishop James Mauney will be with 
us for worship.  We will have one worship service at 
10:00 a.m.  He will be speaking to us as we begin to 
proceed with the search for a Senior Pastor and will 
be meeting with the Church Council after worship to 
give us his guidance. 
 

I urge your worship attendance every Sunday, and 
especially on January 10! 
 

As we begin a new year, remember who you are... 
 

 remember who we are... 
 

Remember...we belong to Jesus Christ. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

 
 

 
 
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church and School recently 
received the City of Hampton Mayor�·s Civic 
Improvement Award! 
 


