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Group Members and Tasks

Anne Wood (Chair) Pastor Pedersen Bill Monroe

Alice Bradley Bill Lowther Ed Kleinschmidt

ÅExplore options to establish a columbarium at Gloria Dei

ÅInvestigate location, design, material, and construction

ÅConsider potential future growth

ÅConsider cost and funding options

ÅInvestigate building codes and zoning requirements

Å5ǊŀŦǘ ŀ άǳǎŜέ ǇƻƭƛŎȅΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊŜ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƭŜƎŀƭ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘ



Columbarium

A vault with niches for urns containing cremated remains, also known as
ñcremains.ò Derived from the Latin word columba (dove), the symbol of God's
Spirit and the Christian symbol of peace. It means, literally, "alcove of the dove.ò



ÅFamilies interested in purchase:  23 (total 48 niches)

ÅFamilies not interested:   22

ÅFamilies supporting the effort, but not purchasing:  3

ÅInterest in plaque to show cremated remains located or 

scattered elsewhere:  2

Congregational Survey

50 Respondents



{ǘΦ aŀǊƪΩǎ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴΣ ¸ƻǊƪ /ƻǳƴǘȅ

First Lutheran, Norfolk

Trinity Lutheran, Newport News

Electronic Field Trip, http://www.eickhofcolumbaria.com 

Field Trips



Locations Considered

1. Chapel of the Evangelists

2. Tower of Triumphant

3. Nave locations

4. Garden of the Saints

5. Baptismal transept area

6. Area outside Luther Library

7.  Bell Tower Portico

Inside

Outside



Evaluation Methodology

ÅAccessibility:  ease, hours of operation, self-service, no use conflict

ÅSecurity:  of columbarium and property

ÅSafety:  of members

ÅCost:  reasonable, value for money, lifecycle costs

ÅAesthetics: architectural, spiritual, materiel, privacy, space utilization

ÅImplementation:  ease, schedule, permits

ÅVolume:  number of niches possible in a given space; expandability

Criteria

Grades
1 ςUnsatisfactory 2 ςMarginal/Poor 3 ςGood/Acceptable

4 ςExcellent 5 ςOutstanding



Evaluation Matrix
(Sample)
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Indoor

Chapel 3 4 5 5 2 3 2 24

Tower 2 2 5 5 2 4 5 25

Nave 2 4 5 5 3 3 3 25

Outdoor

Garden 3 4 3 4 3 4 5 26

Transept 5 3 4 3 3 3 5 26

Library 5 2 2 3 3 3 5 23



A.  Baptismal Transept Area       B.  Bell Tower Portico 

Top Locations

Church

Atrium

School

Garden



Problems in the Gardené

Coffee Bar Area

Not to Scale

Chapel

Fire Code 
issues

Drainage 
issues

ÅStatue must be moved
ÅDrainage issues 

Cost Increase:  
$50-$60K

Breaks link 
between chapel 

and statue



Baptismal Transept



Baptismal Transept
Artistôs Rendition



Bell Tower Portico



Bell Tower Portico
Artistôs Rendition



Costs and Funding

ÅApproximate cost to build:  $30-35K

ÅEstimated cost per niche:  between $900 - $1200*

ÅFunding

ÅInitially funded from Memorial Fund

ÅMemorial Fund reimbursed through niche purchases

*By comparison:  St. Mark:  $600 (indoor);  Trinity, Lynchburg  $1200 (outside) 



Approvals Required

ÅBuilding permit required

ÅZoning (Residential/Rural Residential)



Implementation

ÅMarch:  

ÅCTG evaluate questionnaire results

ÅCouncil select proposed location

ÅCTG finalize plans and costs

ÅApril: Congregational vote

ÅMay:  Final design; presales

ÅJune:  Contract

ÅJuly ςSeptember:  Construction

ÅOctober:  Dedication

Led by Bill Monroe 

and Craig Staton



Questionnaire


